
18th October 2013 

 

Dear Sirs, 

“Home owners will have to separate more recycling, says minister” 

I write to complain regarding the article with this title published by the Daily Telegraph on 16th 

October, and the related articles: 

Recycling: how many wheelie bins can we bear? (16th October) 

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/earth/businessandecology/recycling/10383322/Recycling-how-many-

wheelie-bins-can-we-bear.html  

And: 

How many wheelie bins can we bear? (17th October) 

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/earth/businessandecology/recycling/10385198/How-many-wheelie-

bins-can-we-bear.html  

The articles to which I refer are misleading and in breach of Clause 1 of the Code of Practice. Each of 

these articles repeats an erroneous interpretation of the Waste Framework Directive, transposed 

into the law of England and Wales in the Waste (England and Wales) Regulations 2011. They state 

that the law will require householders to separate waste into more containers – and imply that this 

is the case even where householders already have several receptacles, or “menagerie of blue, green, 

brown and black bags and boxes” to quote the latter two pieces.  

As Defra made clear in the letter that prompted these articles, this is not the case. Lord de Mauley 

wrote that: 

 “Separate collection does not of course mean that each household will need more bins. For example, 

many areas have kerbside sort systems where materials are sorted before being loaded into the 

waste collection vehicle.” 

The law will require local authorities to collect four streams of waste separately, so far as this is 

practicable, and so far as necessary to achieve high quality recycling. Quite what local authorities 

must do to achieve this has been the subject of considerable debate in the industry, and even 

litigation. This complex issue has been widely discussed in the recycling trade press under titles such 

as “Judicial Review – Commingled Collections OK”, and the current position is well explained here. 

It will be for councils to decide what the law requires of them as regards the types of recycling they 

can collect commingled and then separate out, with the assistance of much anticipated guidance 

from Defra. Some degree – probably quite a considerable degree – of commingling seems very likely 

to be justifiable. Whatever the guidance ends up saying, however, the key point to understand is 

that separate collection by councils doesn’t entail separate containment of recycling streams by 

householders. Issuing householders with expensive additional bins is neither a necessary nor a likely 

response on the part of councils. 
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Clearly, if householders already have several containers for different types of recycling, there will be 

absolutely no need to add to the “menagerie”. There will already be quite sufficient bins. 

If you only have one recycling bin, and all your recycling is collected together, the council may need 

to make a change. The guidance seems likely to advise that it will be difficult for councils to routinely 

collect glass mixed in with other recyclables. However, there is no legal requirement that the council 

then issues an extra bin for glass. They can simply rely on bring banks as their means of separately 

collecting this recycling stream – or take any other reasonable policy response.  

Even if the guidance required councils to collect at the kerbside each of the four types of recycling 

mentioned in the law, this would not mean councils had to supply extra bins. Around a third of 

councils currently achieve full source separation using the ‘kerbside sort’ system. Householders 

place their recycling in a box, and the material is separated by the bin men into a number of 

compartments on a specialist vehicle. The system is illustrated below in use in Somerset: 

  

This method is fully compliant with the most stringent interpretation of the law, is already operated 

by a third of local authorities, and does not necessitate four separate recycling bins – just a box or 

two. 

Given the legal position explained above, I would be grateful if the Telegraph would issue a 

prominent clarification and amend the online versions of these stories to correct the misleading 

implications of its stories. In particular it should remove references to ‘homeowners’ being required 

to separate more material (what of those living in rented accommodation, I wonder?), since the 

requirement for separate collection falls on councils; and any implications that householders that 

already have  several recycling bins will be required to accommodate more. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Peter Jones 


